[K] The rabbis of Caesarea in the name of R. Hiyya bar Joseph, “By a 
word of mouth [with no other rite but verbal appointment].” 


[L] Said R. Zeira, “Thus does the tradition state, that they appoint 
elders by word of mouth.” 


[M] Said R. Hiyya bar Ada, “The Mishnah tradition itself has made 
the same point, when [at M. Ed. 2:7 sages say to Agqabiah b. 
Mehallel,| ‘Retract [merely verbally] four teachings of yours, 
and we shall [verbally] make you bead of the court of Israel.” 


1:11 


[A] There is no difference between a major high place and a minor high 
place except for Passover offerings. 


[B] This is the governing principle: Whatever is offered in fulfillment of a 
vow or as a freewill offering may be offered on a high place. 


[C] And whatever is not offered in fulfillment of a vow or as a freewill 
offering may not be offered on a high place. 


[I:1 A] R. Yohanan spent three and a half years without going to the 
meetinghouse [of the sages] because of his anguish [at the death of 
Simeon b. Lagqish]. Finally R. Eleazar saw in his dream, “Tomorrow 
Sinai will come down and teach you something new.” 


[B] [Yohanan] went in and said before [the disciples], “How may we 
verify the following fact, that the Temple service is to be carried out by 
the firstborn [instead of by priests]? It is from the following verse of 
Scripture: ‘For all the firstborn among the people of Israel are mine, 
both of man and of beast; on the day that I slew all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt I consecrated them for myself (Num. 8:17). And it is 
written, [‘For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I 
will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast;] 
and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the 
Lord’ (Ex. 12:12). [The Israelite firstborn were sanctified at that 
time. ]” 


[C] What did they do before that time? 


[D] “Then Rebekah took the best garments of Esau her older son, 
which were with her in the house, and put them on Jacob her 
younger son” (Gen. 27:15). 


[E] What is the meaning of “the best garments”? 


[F] [They were priestly garments,] for he would serve as high priest. 


